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Subject: STELLAR RESULTS FROM M-26 FLIGHT: Recommerdetions 


Steller photography from M-26 flight has been evaluated. Although up to 
eleven stars were recorded in a single stellar format, earth light film fog 
prevented identificetion of stars in 40% of the steller format area and 
vignetting prevented star recording in an edditionel uy of the stellar 
format area. 


It ie suspected thet earth light fog in M-26 stellar photography came from 
light reflected from the forward rubber side curtain, which is part of the 
extended beffle assembly. Indications are that the subject side curtain 

was in the field of view of the stellar lens and was illumineted by earth 


ligit. | 
Recommendations Affect J~3 and M- 


“Le: Yt ella A Bees 


1. Request that extended baffle be installed so that side curtains are out- 
side of the stellar lens field of view. 


2. Request that forverd rubber side curtain be cut down to 1/2 ite present 
height. 


3. Request that spproximately 55 square inches of blackened fairing surface 
be added to the present black trapezoid on the forward side of the steller 
door and extending 6 inches further forward than at present. 


k, For systems other then M27 and J-3, conduct photographic experiments to 
determine if side curtains cen be effectively eliminated from the baffle 
designs. Thies appears feasible. 









Deciassified and Released by the N R 
In Accordance with E. O. 12958 


, _ NOV 26 1997 


Note 1: See attachment #1, showing M-26 steller photogrsphy and related 
M-26 beffle configuration suspected of contributing the stellar 


format fog in flight. AEs. game 
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STELLAR FORMAT 


M-26 S/I #D 34 


Frame No. 286 
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'1st Frame Pass D-55 
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Note 2: See Attachment #2, showing recommended modification to M27 and J-3 
flight baffle hardvare. 
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